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How did Greek Fest Go? - By  Fr .  Cosmas  
 You know how sometimes if you don’t see people right after January 1st, 
they will greet you with, “Happy New Year” in February? Well, I will get the 
same kind of oddly, ill-timed greeting from now until September: “So Father, 
how did Greek Fest Go? How did we do?” Let me say right from the start, that 
all the invoices (and hopefully donations) have not been received as of yet. 
So, we don’t really know the bottom line. However, what this year’s Greek 
Fest revealed was something more important than simple income and 
expenses.  
 We did almost everything that we could to prepare for the Fest. There was 
a dedicated and hard working committee that was meeting and planning for 
months. There were donors who gave generously and volunteers who worked 
very hard. Yet despite our best efforts, it was 95 degrees and humid on Friday. 
It was cloudy and raining throughout the day on Saturday. As a result, we did 
not make as much as we had hoped or budgeted. Because in the end, what this 
year’s Greek Fest revealed was just how unpredictable and precarious such an 
event can be. No matter what we do, we cannot control the weather or other 
events around us! 
 Yet, despite the unpredictable character of the event, we continue to “roll 
the dice” with our Church’s budget. We continue to depend on an event that is 
completely unpredictable to pay 20% of our annual bills. What happens next 
year if we get three straight days of terrible lightning and thunderstorms? How 
do we make up 20% of our budget in five months? What we are currently 
doing with our Church’s budget is like each of us in our own lives, deciding 
that we are going to play the lottery or go to the local casino to make enough 
money to pay our mortgage or electric bill. Would that be considered 
“responsible”? 
 So why do we do this every year? Why do we gamble with our Church 
finances? Isn’t there another way? We do this every year, partly because we 
don’t know any other way. We do this because we have convinced ourselves 
that it’s a good thing to get “outside” money to pay for our own Church. A 
concept that is still baffling to me! Why do we feel the need to sell food to 
strangers to pay our bills? I suppose the answer is obvious – because we don’t 
want to pay for our Church ourselves. We don’t want to accept full 
responsibility for our Church. If we accepted our responsibility to support our 
Church, we wouldn’t be in this position. But how much money would each 
family have to give to fully support our Church? The answer may surprise 
you… (Continued on next page) 
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Priest’s Message
 
 

  (Continued) The answer is disheartening, and it pains me to offer it because it’s such a relatively small 
amount. We currently have about 250 families. If each family would commit $200 per month to their 
stewardship, our total stewardship would increase from $340,000 (our current amount) to $600,000! That’s 
enough to fund our entire 2018 budget without any additional income! “Without any additional income” means 
not only would we not need to have a Greek Fest, but we wouldn’t need to have a Spring Fest, or make money 
from our Dinner Dance, or have hall rentals, or ever pass a tray again! Literally 100% of our current expenses 
would be funded by stewardship alone. 
 
  I know that some people will immediately respond that they can’t afford to give $200 a month to their 
Church. To which I would respond, “Really? Are you sure?” Please take a moment to consider how many 
things on which you spend $200 a month. Do you have a cell phone? Cable? Go out to dinner? Movies? Travel? 
Unfortunately, for the Church our concept of the value of a dollar seems to be stuck in 1965 when $200 was 
actually a lot of money! When it comes to our day-to-day lives we can blow $200 without even trying! There 
are actually some families that understand this concept. But many who do not. 
 
  Of the 250 or so families we currently have as pledged stewards, more than 50% of our total stewardship 
($178,800 to be exact) is being given by only 42 families. Those families are averaging about $355 per month. 
However, of the same 250 families almost half (122 families) are giving only 18% of the total stewardship (only 
$61,500 total) for an average of only $42 per month. What on earth can our Church do with $42 per month? Yet 
about half of our families think, “that’s enough money for the Church”. At this point, I know that some people 
will be upset and scandalized by the fact that the priest is talking about money. Please bear in mind, that 
considering we have a $4.4 million mortgage, I don’t talk about money that much! I actually despise talking 
about money, but I’m talking about it now, because I can’t ignore the irresponsible way we treat the finances of 
our Church.  I also can’t ignore how many things our Church can, and should, be doing if we didn’t have to 
continually be worried about money. 
 
  If we didn’t have to worry about money, what would we worry about?...Perhaps the real mission of our 
Church? Perhaps we could concentrate on saving souls? Maybe we could worry about helping those in need? Or 
we could actually think about how to minister to our kids and families? In our current budget, which is still 
dependent upon our unreliable Fundraising events, how much money do you think is dedicated to any of the 
above? To missions and evangelism?...$0 To local and international charities?...$0 Surely there is a line item for 
youth and family ministry, designed to help our kids be better Orthodox Christians?...Nope. Many of us wonder 
why our Church doesn’t offer more to help minister to our own, while witnessing the beauty of Orthodoxy to 
those around us. Allow me to offer the simple answer. Ministry and outreach requires promotion, resources, 
materials and events. All of which cannot be paid for with magic beans. If we want our Church to really 
function as a Church and not a failing pseudo-business, we need to step-up and financially support our Church 
in a sacrificial and meaningful manner. For most of us, this will require some change. 
  
  We need to change the way we think about giving to our Church. Giving to our Church should not be a 
requirement we fulfill to be considered a “member”. We should not give a random dollar amount all at once 
because it seems like enough. We should give as much as we are able every month, to ensure that our Church 
can truly fulfill her mission of evangelism and ministry. All this begins with having an open mind, and being 
open to change. In the coming months, the leadership of our Church is going to offer all of us a chance to 
rethink how we support our Church. A chance to consider the future of our Church, and how we can sustain 
real, vibrant ministry in our community for decades and centuries to come.  

- Fr. Cosmas 
 



Parish Announcements
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Our Sunday School ministry is for children in preschool through high school.  We meet right after Holy 
Communion until the end of Divine Liturgy.  We have a dedicated group of teachers and are always looking for 
more volunteers.  Our first day of class will be on Sunday, September 9th.  If you would like to register or help 
out with Sunday School please see Maria Earth (earthmg1@yahoo.com).  
 

BOOK STORE 
It is time to place your order for your Orthodox Planner. The Orthodox planner is a spiral bound calendar which 
runs from September 1 to August 31, the liturgical year. It gives you room to write your important appointments 
and events for each day. It also tells you the fast days, Holy Days, the saint of the day as well as the Gospel 
reading for the day. The bookstore is closed from now until August 20th for inventory and restocking. If you 
want one this year please send me an email at drnunchuck@comcast.net. The Archdiocese usually runs out so 
please tell me know by August 5 so we can order one for you.  
 

BOOK CLUB 
Book club is on vacation until September. We meet the third Wednesday of the month from noon until 1:15 PM 
in the church hall or occasionally at a local restaurant. Please see me if you have any questions or are interested 
in joining us. 
 

J.O.Y. – (Junior Orthodox Youth) 
Our JOY Youth Group is excited to start the year off with a family favorite event.  Save the Date ~ Sunday 
September 9 ~ JOY Annual Gleaning Event!!!  Please also be on the lookout for an email, we will be sending 
out a quick five question survey to take a poll on what day will be best to resume our meetings for maximum 
participation. Any questions or suggestions, please email Rae Ann Alvarez rkalvarez5@gmail.com. 
 

Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos 
The Feast of the Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated on 
August 15 each year. The Feast commemorates the repose (dormition and 
in the Greek kimisis) or "falling-asleep" of the Mother of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. The Feast also commemorates the translation or assumption into 
heaven of the body of the Theotokos. 
The Holy Scriptures tell us that when our Lord was dying on the Cross, He 
saw His mother and His disciple John and said to the Virgin Mary, 
"Woman, behold your son!" and to John, "Behold your mother!" (John 
19:25-27). From that hour, the Apostle took care of the Theotokos in his 
own home. Along with the biblical reference in Acts 1:14 that confirms 
that the Virgin Mary was with the Holy Apostles on the day of Pentecost, 
the tradition of the Church holds that she remained in the home of the 
Apostle John in Jerusalem, continuing a ministry in word and deed. 
At the time of her death, the disciples of our Lord who were preaching 
throughout the world returned to Jerusalem to see the Theotokos. Except 
for the Apostle Thomas, all of them including the Apostle Paul were 
gathered together at her bedside. At the moment of her death, Jesus Christ 
himself descended and carried her soul into heaven. 
Following her repose, the body of the Theotokos was taken in procession 
and laid in a tomb near the Garden of Gethsemane. When the Apostle Thomas arrived three days after her 
repose and desired to see her body, the tomb was found to be empty. The bodily assumption of the Theotokos 
was confirmed by the message of an angel and by her appearance to the Apostles. 
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August 2018 
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1	  
Dormition Fast 

Begins 
 

7pm Paraklesis 
	  

FAST	  DAY 

2	  
 
 
 
 

	  
FAST	  DAY 

3	  
 

 
7pm Paraklesis 

	  
	  

FAST	  DAY	  

4	  
	  

 
 

 
	  

FAST	  DAY	  
5	  

10th Sunday of 
St. Matthew 

8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Liturgy	  

 
7pm Services in  

Harvard, IL	  
FAST	  DAY 

6	  
8:30am Services 

for Transfiguration 
at Monastery in  

Harvard, IL 
	  
	  

	  
Fish	  Allowed	  

7	  
Vacation	  Church	  

School	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

FAST	  DAY	  

8	  
Vacation	  Church	  

School	  
	  
 

7pm Paraklesis 
	  
	  

FAST	  DAY	  

9	  
Vacation	  Church	  

School	  
	  

 
7pm Parish Council 
 
	  

FAST	  DAY 

10	  
Vacation	  Church	  

School 
	  

 
7pm Paraklesis 

	  
	  

FAST	  DAY	  

11	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
FAST	  DAY	  

12	   13	   14	   15	   16	   17	   18	  
11th Sunday of  

St. Matthew 
8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Liturgy 

 
FAST	  DAY 

	  
 
 

	  
	  

FAST	  DAY	  

	  
7pm Vespers of 

Dormition in Racine 
	  

	  
FAST	  DAY	  

	  
8:30am Services 

Dormition of  
The Theotokos	  

	  
FAST	  DAY	  

	  
 
 
 
 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
FAST DAY	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

19	   20	   21	   22	   23	   24	   25	  
12th Sunday of 

St. Matthew 
8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Liturgy	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
 
	  

	  
FAST	  DAY	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
FAST	  DAY	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

26	   27	   28	   29	   30	   31	   	  
13th Sunday of 

St. Matthew 
8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Liturgy 

 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
 

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
FAST	  DAY	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
FAST	  DAY	  
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Vacation Church School 
Aug. 7 – Aug. 10  

Learning to Read our Bible  

For kids that are in Preschool - 6th grade  
Kids that are in 7th grade and up can be a camp counselor 

Crafts, Lunch, Outdoor Fun ... Time: 9 am - noon  
Registration: $25 per kid  

Contact Maria Earth (earthmg1@yahoo.com) for more information 
 


