
Saint  Demetrios  Greek  Orthodox  Church  
 

1400  N.  O’Plaine  Road,  Libertyville,  IL  60048  -‐‑  Tel  (224)  513-‐‑5530    
www.saintdemetrioslibertyville.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apr i l    -‐‑    2 0 1 8   
 

Get the Most out of Holy Week!  
Holy Week is upon us! This is the most sacred and holiest time of the 

year for us as Orthodox Christians. Unfortunately, however, most of us do not 
benefit spiritually as much as we possibly can during this time of year. This 
happens, in general, for two main reasons: 1) we don’t attend as many of the 
services as we can, and 2) when we do attend the services of Holy Week we 
don’t understand what’s being said! 

 We may have established the routine or habit of attending only a few 
of the Church services, and ignoring much that our Church has to offer. Palm 
Sunday evening we celebrate the first of the Bridegroom services, during 
which we read and chant some of the most beautiful and inspiring prayers and 
hymns all year.  

The services on Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday evening are very 
similar in form, but with different themes and hymns. The general themes of 
the first few days of Holy Week are watchfulness, repentance and the bearing 
of spiritual fruit. Despite the beauty and impact of these services, most of our 
Churches are basically empty during these days. On Holy Tuesday evening 
especially, when we chant the beautiful and penitential hymn of St. Cassiani – 
one of the most powerful hymns we hear all year – few are present to benefit. 
Please try to attend as many of the services as you can! 
 However, being physically present isn’t enough! How will we really 
benefit from these beautiful services, if we don’t understand the hymns that 
are being chanted?  Many of us have become content to simply stand in 
Church and let the beautiful hymns “wash over us” in a language we don’t 
understand, while our minds wander to and fro pondering the affairs of life in 
an uncontrollable manner…That’s not prayer! Nor is it what the Church 
intends.  

What unites us as the one Body of Christ, is not only our common 
beliefs but our ability to worship together. We stand in Church together to 
pray the same prayers and chant the same hymns. When we raise our voices in 
unison together in prayer, that prayer becomes stronger, louder and resonates 
so that all of heaven may hear it!  

In an attempt to help with this dilemma, we will be using as much 
English in our Holy Week services as we can; while still chanting the most 
well known hymns in Greek as well. Come and experience ALL the beauty of 
Holy Week, and join us in prayer! 

Kali Anastasi! Blessed Resurrection!  
- Fr. Cosmas 
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Parish Announcements
 

AHEPA 
Next meeting is Tuesday April 17 at 6:30pm at Jimmy’s Charhouse. Chapter 218 scholarship deadline extended 
to April 15. High School senior through college junior may apply. Our annual Smoker Dinner Raffle is on April 
26 at St. Demetrios Church. Raffle tickets are $100, dinner included, $2,500 Grand Prize. For more information 
on Scholarships, Smoker Dinner and Raffle, Sports Award Banquet, or AHEPA Little Fort Chapter 218 
charitable activities please visit us at AHEPA218.ORG or email us at LITTLEFORT@AHEPA218.ORG. 
 

Honor the past.  Welcome the future. 
Kali Anastasi! As we approach Holy Pascha, our minds turn to new life in the resurrected Christ.  If you 

live anywhere but Minnesota and New England, you will begin to see signs of new life.  The grass is greening 
up. The weather becomes milder, and today, Gordy saw his first robin.  The past is over, but the future is not 
possible without what has gone before.  Christ died on the cross, before he rose again.  The grass grows from 
the barren ground, because of what was there before.  The new flower shoots up from the bulb that was planted 
in prior years.  The world changes, but new growth springs from the roots of the past.   

 
Our church is also experiencing growth and change.  Our founders built a sturdy foundation of faith, 

allowing those that have come after to grow and move forward. We can’t, and would never want to, erase that 
past.  We are called to build on it.  Just as every parent hopes for a brighter future for their child, so we hope for 
our church to grow, to be more, and to be better. Change can be uncomfortable, and we often experience 
growing pains.  Nonetheless, we find our way through it to move forward.  Our past is our strength.  Our future 
is our change. 

 
Here’s some of what’s new:  Our church has a new Metropolitan, a new office administrator, and newly 

improved office space.  We have new life in a growing Philoptochos group, where those who have been 
working for so long are passing on their knowledge and skills, teaching the new folks. We have new life in our 
AHEPA group who wonderfully honor it’s members and support the youth with scholarships.  We have new 
members on the Parish Council who bring new energy and new ideas.  We have a new safety committee to 
address changing needs. We have new activities for our youth and new, beautiful, young male and female 
chanters. We have new opportunities for caring ministries. (Come be a part of the Feed 6 program.) And, we see 
new faces, people who are drawn to Orthodoxy and this beautiful church.  These things become possible 
because of all the hard-working members that came before us taking care of the church, helping it grow, and 
building a strong foundation. 

 
Our new Metropolitan Nathanial said it so well as he addressed those assembled after his enthronement! 

He said we cannot be satisfied.  We are called to be not just what we are, but something more.  “We are not here 
to be what we were, but what we’re becoming.” he told the crowd.  “God has called us to do something 
great.  The times, they are a-changing, and I ask us to be ready.  We will all grow together, because we will all 
grow in Christ.” 

 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new things 

have come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 

- Connie Jelatis Hoke 
Parish Council President 
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Feed 6 Event! 
 
 

Saturday,  
May 19th  

 

Church Hall 
11am – 1:30pm 

 

 
We’ll be providing more than 

25,000 meals for those in need 
in our own Lake County! 

 
 

Volunteer and Donate Today! 
 
 
 

For more info please 
contact Pres. Michelle  

At mmh927@hotmail.com 
 



Thank You to our 2018 Stewards!
Fr. Cosmas & Pres. Michelle 
Halekakis 
Eleftherios & Joanne 
Adamopoulos 
Paul & Toula Alatzakis 
Lisa Alexakos 
Elaine Alexander 
Daniel & Rae Anne Alvarez 
Markos Andrews 
Peter & Lisa Androus 
Antonia Androutsopoulos 
Christine Androutsopoulos 
Bill & Celeste Anest 
Peter & Thalia Anest 
Cynthia Angelos-Williams 
Catherine Attiah 
Demetrios & Olga Axarlis 
Jo Ann Baldwin 
Dupree & Allena Barbato 
Juliane Berbas Ginakakis 
John & Peggy Bertsos 
Jeffrey & Mary Block 
James & Irene Booras 
Evange & Maria Bozinis 
John & Heather Bratsakis 
Julie Camacaris 
Sandra Camacaris 
William & Sharon Camacaris 
Joe & Tina Cantore 
Michael & Sophia Carreon 
James Chagdes 
Ken & Jennie Chalifoux 
Kenneth Chess 
John & Helen Chiappette 
Patricia Chresanthakes 
Rosalie Christofidis 
Donald & Yvonne Cichon 
Theodore & Sophia 
Colombus 
George & Donna Conopeotis 
John & Jan Coroneos 
Steven & Brenda 
Costopoulos 
George & Demetra Couvall 
James & Janet Couvall 
Loverne Couvall 
Effie Crambes 
Anastasia Csahiouni 
Basil & Maria Danos 
Panayotis & Elizabeth Danos 
Spiro & Maria Deligiannis 
Anthony & Cathy DeMoon 
Pasquale & Paraskevi 
Dinatale 
James & Dina Dowmon 
Tom & Maria Earth 
Liberato & Betty Ebarle 
Trent & Erin Ethington 

Helen Exarhakos 
Demitri & Pamela Fardelos 
Margaret Flatray 
Ted & Denise Galatsianos 
David & Denise Gaulin 
Maria Georgas 
Beatrice Gountanis 
George &Diana Gountanis 
Chris Gramatis 
Yanni Halekakis 
Michael Halekakis 
James & Denise Haritos 
Emmanuel & Flora Hatzis 
James & Carol Hauri 
Steve Hayward & Georgene 
Sardis 
Brian Hill 
David & Tessie Hill 
Paul & Maria Hristoforatos 
John & Elena Hughes 
Jeremy & Tina Inman 
John & Dana Iskalis 
Tom & Doris Iskalis 
Gordon & Constance Jelatis 
Hoke 
Olga Kalegina 
Bessie Kalkanis 
Tim & Voula Kalkanis 
Dino & Elaine Kallianis 
George & Jenna Kallianis 
Edward & Koula Kanne 
Spyros & Stella Kapsalis 
Betty Karagiannes 
James and Niki Karagiannes 
Louis Karagiannes 
George & Karen Karas 
Bassem Kardoush 
Fofi Karigiannis 
James Kastanis 
Kristin-Marie Kastanis 
Chris & Nicoletta Katris 
Elaine Katris 
Roman Keating 
Jason & Irene Keeling 
Stephanie Kokinis 
William & Demetra Kokinis 
William Kokinis Jr. 
Thomas & Tonia Korellis 
Gus & Marie Kotsiovos 
Michael Kouimelis 
Nick & Michelle Koularmanis 
George Koulogeorge 
John & Tasia Koulogeorge 
Athanasios Kourliouros 
Chris & Donna Kournetas 
John & Vicky Kournetas 
Angela Kousiantas 
Evan & Vasiliki Kouvaras 

Michael & Christine Kouvelis 
Thomas & Donna Krissek 
Emmanuel & Bessie Kritikos 
Michael & Mary Lannan 
Allen & Cecelia Lelo 
James & Kathy Leoris 
Dino & Marie Leventis 
Spiros & Fotini Liarakos 
Sophia Liarakos 
Demetrios & Marianthe 
Logothetis 
Arthur & Mary Lundy 
Renee Maggos 
Keith & Jennifer Marhefka 
Billy & Vicky Marinakos 
Stanley & Flora Markoutsis 
Timothy & Ellen Mauer 
Demetri & Stella 
Mentzelopoulos 
Jenny Merelos 
Christopher Metropoulos 
Bret & Zacho Moberg 
Bertha Nastos 
Joseph Nicholas 
Peter & Triantafylli Nicolaou 
Nicholas Nikitas & Maria 
Mavromati 
Robert & Maria Opal 
George & Nancy Paganis 
Richard & Christine Palmer 
Nikos Panacos 
John & Peggy Pann 
Nick & Angela Pann 
George & Yiota 
Pantelopoulos 
John & Kathy Pantelopoulos 
Patricia & Maria Papadakis 
Stavros & Lilibeth Papadakis 
George Papagiannes & 
Elaine George 
Paschalis & Tava Paschos 
Catherine Pasinski 
Theofane Patterson 
William Patterson 
John & Ida Pavlos 
Melissa Pavlos 
Alexander & Evanthia 
Perizes 
Peter J. Petropoulos 
Tess Petropoulos 
Dick & Niki Phillips 
James & Ruby Phillips 
Steven Phillips 
Therapon & Luvy Pipinis 
Milton & Helen Pissios 
Spyros & Betty Polydoros 
Beth Anne Popp 
James & Anna Poulos 

John & Jamelyn Poulos 
Helen Psihos 
Nikolaos & Sonia Pylarinos 
Juan Ramirez & Sofia 
Mantzoukis 
Olga Rodis 
Manuel Rodis 
Konstantinos & Peggy 
Roupas 
James & Susan Rizzi 
George & Maria Sakas 
Daniel & Maria Salazar 
Maria Saranthankes 
Donald & Stavroula 
Saunders 
Natalie Savich 
Donald Scheef & Mary 
Nunchuck 
Carole Scheve 
Allen & Nina Schwab 
Nicholas & Elizabeth Serelis 
George & Jean Simopoulos 
Bessie Skaramagos 
Tim & Soula Sloth 
Irene Snavely 
Kostas & Antonia Sokorelis 
Areti Stamayannos 
Demetre & Tina Stergiou 
Nick & Patty Stianos 
Michael & Frieda Strzyzewski 
Gus & Diane Touloufis 
Ed & Helen Trage 
Dimitrios & Aphroditi Tsakos 
Dimitrios Tsarouhtsis 
Theodora Tsarouhtsis 
Ethel Tsausis 
Eleanna Tselos 
Kostas & Jenny Tselos 
Angelo & Popi Tzavaras 
Constantine & Nikoletta 
Tziavaras 
Demetrios & Jackie Vatistas 
Georgia Vatistas 
Dino & Sofia Vlahakis 
Gus Vlahos & Georgia 
Aralles-Vlahos 
Spyros & Maria Vlahos 
Chrisavgi Wade 
Martin Wilber 
Eva Woosley 
John & Virgina Xanthopoulos 
Gus & Marge Xenos 
Peter & Georgann Yonke 
Robert & Irini Zanze 
Gus & Ioulia Zografos 
John & Nectaria Zouras 
John & Effie Zygokostas 

 
 



Enthronement of Metropolitan Nathanael!
 

From His Eminence’s Enthronement Address: 
…As I stand before you today, cloaked in the bishop’s 
mantle, and as I hold the shepherd’s staff, I do so not as 
your master, but as your father. And as your father I wish to 
echo the message of Christ on the stormy sea: “Do not be 
afraid”! Do not be afraid, for your father is prepared to 
struggle with you. Do not be afraid because, for your father 
is prepared to cry with you. Do not be afraid, for your father 
is here to comfort you. Do not be afraid, for your father is 
prepared to lay down his life for you. 
 
As your father and chief-shepherd, I reassure you that my 
hierarchal ministry will focus on three basic principles: 
 
First, it shall seek to unify all people in Christ. We cannot 
allow ourselves to be divided along ideological lines. For 
too long has “brother betrayed brother, and sisters turned 
against their own,” as Saint John Chrysostom notes. Today 
marks a new day for the Holy Metropolis of Chicago, a new 
day focused on unity in service of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. And to cultivate greater unity and trust among us, we 
will emphasize fundamental Christian principles of 
governance and administration, including: accountability 
and transparency. 
 
Second, as your father, I will do all that I can to open those 

doors that were once shut and be inclusive of everyone in the work of the Church—especially those who were 
once ignored or marginalized. I beseech each of you to get involved so that together we can serve as God’s left 
and right hands, thus sharing His hope and love with the world. As I have in my prior ministries, I intend to 
continue actively working in the community to help those in greatest need, and I will expect the same of our 
clergy. We must extend the love of God beyond the walls of our churches and into society, particularly to those 
in greatest need of that love. 
 
Third, as your Metropolitan and father, I wholeheartedly accept the awesome responsibility and obligation 
to lead you closer to Christ. It is not adequate when we only focus on finances, administration and on social 
ties; we must simultaneously pay attention to our spirituality. I do not forget that the primary task of every 
hierarch is the salvation of souls. 
 
As the head of our Orthodox family, I acknowledge and accept that I am nothing more than what Christ was in 
the world, that is, a deacon and servant. As your shepherd, I am called to serve you, not the other way around. 
To this end, I stretch forth one hand to Christ, receiving His mercy, and extend my other hand to you, sharing 
with you and your families His grace. 
 
My beloved children, as we depart and set our eyes on what lies on the horizon, I urge you to set you’re 
your hearts on our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Moments before His betrayal, and a few hours before His 
passion and crucifixion, He summarizes the Scriptures for His disciples in a few simple words: “A new 
commandment I give to you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13: 34-35). Amen. 
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Spring  
GREEK 

FEST 
 

May 4th, 5th, & 6th  
 

St. Demetrios Church Hall 
1400 N. O’Plaine Rd. (Between 137 & 120) 

 
FREE PARKING & FREE ADMISSION!  

ALL INDOORS! 
 

Traditional Greek Cuisine!  
 

Homemade Greek Pastries! 
 

Raffle tickets $5 each or 5 for $20 - Great Prizes! 
 
 



April 2018 
 

Sunday	   Monday	   Tuesday	   Wednesday	   Thursday	   Friday	   Saturday	  
1	  

Palm Sunday 
8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Liturgy 

 
Palm Sun. Luncheon 

 
7pm Bridegroom 

Service 
 

FISH ALLOWED	  

2	  
 
	  
	  
	  
 

7pm Bridegroom 
Service	  

	  
	  

FAST DAY	  

3	  
 

Fr. Cosmas at HAA 
 
 
 

7pm Bridegroom 
Service 

	  
	  

FAST DAY	  

4	  
	  

 
3pm Holy Unction 

 
 

7pm Orthros of 
Mystical Supper 
With anointing 

 
FAST DAY 

5	  
 

8am Vesperal 
Liturgy of St Basil 

 
7pm Orthros 
(12 Gospels) 

 
Epitaphio Vigil 

 
FAST DAY 

6	  
 

9am Royal Hours 
 
	  

3pm Un-nailing 
 
 

7pm Epitaphios 
	  

FAST	  DAY	  

7	  
	  

9am Vesperal 
Liturgy of St Basil	  

	  
	  

11pm Resurrection 
Service	  

	  
	  

FAST	  DAY	  
8	  

GREAT & 
HOLY PASCHA 

 
11am Agape 

Vespers 
 

9	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

10	  
	  
	  
	  

 
	  

	  

11	  
	  
 
 

	  
	  

NO	  FASTING	  

12	  
 
5pm Greek School 
 
7pm Philoptochos 

13	  
 

 
 
 
	  

NO	  FASTING	  

14	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
15	   16	   17	   18	   19	   20	   21	  

Sunday of 
Saint Thomas 
8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Liturgy 

 
 

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
6:30pm Ahepa at 

Jimmys Charhouse 
	  
	  
	  

	  
12pm Book Club 

	  
	  
	  

FAST	  DAY	  

 
Fr Cosma at HAA 

 
5pm Greek School 

 
 

 

 
10am MOM’s group 

 
6pm Family Night 

 
FAST DAY	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

22	   23	   24	   25	   26	   27	   28	  
Sunday of The  
Myrrh-Bearers 
8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Liturgy 

 
 

	  
8:30am Services 

for St George	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

 
	  

FAST	  DAY	  

 
Fr Cosma at HAA 

 
Ahepa Smoker 
In Church Hall 

	  

 
10am MOM’s group 

 
 

	  
FAST	  DAY	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

29	   30	   	   	   	   	   	  
Sunday of  

The Paralytic 
8:30am Orthros 
9:30am Liturgy 
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2018 GREEK FEST 

 

JULY 13, 14 & 15 
 

As you are making your Summer Plans 
Please Save the Date for our  

2018 Lake County Greek Fest! 
 


